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Dear Rockcliffe Families,

As the sun sets on Week 3 (thanks to Mrs Marr for the amazing
picture captured this morning), we’re really looking forward to
seeing lots of our families at the Fair this evening. A huge thanks to
the Friends of Rockcliffe for organising this great school community
event so early in the term. Also, a big thank you to all of our
families who have donated prizes.

Peacemakers Project
On Monday, all of our Year 3 and Year 4 children have

their first session of the Peacemakers project which will pmcemo_l{e[‘s

be running over the next term. We are the first school in

the North East to be involved in this exciting initiative which has been hugely successful in
the West Midlands. The programme is designed to help children develop emotional literacy
and conflict-resolution skills through structured activities. It utilises approaches like circle
time and peer mediation training to foster positive relationships in the classroom. Each class
will be working with Jacqui, our facilitator, every Monday. You can find out more here:
Peacemakers — Educating for Peace

Superhero Assembly
Resiient
] ] OprimisTic
Each Friday we end the day with our Superhero Creative
Kezp improvine

assembly to see who has been Shining Brightly okt i

Together that week. Every week we focus on Lamm%stagsm

one of our Rockcliffe Learning Superpowers InvoLvep N Our LearniNg

which are the learning skills that underpin our meosf)ﬁ:ons

curriculum and teaching approach. These have Empatiy

been carefully selected to help build a Growth

Mindset. Superhero assembly is my favourite time of the week when | get to find out how
the children have been showcasing their Learning Superpowers in so many different ways.
You can find out more about our Learning Superpowers here: Rockcliffe First School -

Rockcliffe Learning Superpowers

Headteacher: Tom Jones

Rockcliffe First School = Grafton Road = Whitley Bay * NE26 2NR
0191 607 6573 = office@rockcliffeschool.org.uk
www.rockcliffeschool.org.uk



https://peacemakers.org.uk/
https://www.rockcliffeschool.org.uk/rockcliffe-learning-superpowers
https://www.rockcliffeschool.org.uk/rockcliffe-learning-superpowers
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Staying Safe Online

Our revised PSHE curriculum, alongside our Computing

curriculum, has a strong emphasis on teaching our children about

being responsible Digital Citizens. In the newsletter, we will be

including helpful guides to support parents keeping children safe

online at home too. In school, to comply with regulations, we use

a filtering and monitoring system called Smoothwall to help keep

our children safe when using school devises. The system limits

access to unsuitable online content. It also alerts Designated Safeguarding Leads if children
search for, or input, certain terms that would be deemed inappropriate or concerning.
When this occurs, we will speak to the child in an age appropriate way to educate them on
why the item has been flagged and inform parents if we feel we need to.

Beach School

This year, Mrs Duggan will continue to be running Beach School
_ sessions for all classes though each term. These were extremely
- | popular and beneficial last year. We are very lucky to be located
~_ soclose to our coastline and it has been great to supplement
~ our curriculum and learning with these sessions. After
timetabling around tide times, this term’s dates are booked in
and are on our Dates for Your Diary section. You will receive
more information via Schoolcomms ahead of your child’s
.+ session.

September 2027 OBV sicrtour whiey
Bay school journey |

If you, or anyone you know, are looking for a e

Nursery or Reception place for next September,

we are holding school tours and an Open Morning

over the next few months. You can sign up via our

website: Rockcliffe First School - Joining our Early

Years. Please share this with anyone you know

who would be interested. Thank you.

OPEN MORNING
SATURDAY 10™
&) OCTOBER
On Monday, you will receive information via , 10.30AM

Schoolcomms about signing up for our first Come and experience

, . our Nursery and
Parents’ Evening of the year. | hope everyone has Recontion ibsad of

a relaxing weekend. applications for
September 2027 and see

o Tones o 4 how we Shine Brightly
T J Together!



https://www.rockcliffeschool.org.uk/early-years-1
https://www.rockcliffeschool.org.uk/early-years-1
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Dates for Your Diary

September

Wed 23" 3.30pm Year 1 Welcome Meeting
Mon 28t Starfish Beach School PM

Tue 29t Year 1 and 2: Space Educational Visit
October

Tue 6t Sandpipers Beach School AM
Mon 12t Tempest Photography - Individual Photos
Wed 14t Lapwings Beach School AM
Parent Consultations 1
Mon 19t Puffins Beach School PM

Tue 20t Parent Consultations 2
Wed 21 9am: North Tyneside Inclusion Service Parent Workshop (see below)
Thu 22 Lighthouse Cake Sale after school
End of Term

November
Mon 2" Start of Term
Nursery Beach School
Tue 10t Lighthouse Beach School AM
Wed 11t Beacon Beach School AM
Mon 16t Priory Beach School PM
Fri 13t Children In Need Day
Flu Immunisations for Rec to Y4
Fri 20t Nursery Beach School
Fri 27t Beacon Cake Sale after school
December
Mon 7t 9.30am KS1 Christmas Performance for Y1 Parents
Tue 8t 9.30am KS1 Christmas Performance for Y2 Parents
Wed 9th 9.30am KS2 Christmas Performance for Y3 Parents
Thu 10t 9.30am KS2 Christmas Performance for Y4 Parents
Fri 11t 10.30am Nursery B Performance
Mon 14th 9.30am Reception Performance
10.30am Nursery A Performance
Fri 18t End of Term
Training Days 2026-27
Term Dates are on our website here: Rockcliffe First School - Term Dates
Our Teacher Training Days are:
o Friday 23™ October 2026
e Monday 4" January 2027
e Thursday 6" May 2027 (Polling Day)
e Monday 7th June 2027
Facebook - Please follow our Facebook page — visit our school website and click the
Facebook link at the bottom of the Home Page.



https://www.rockcliffeschool.org.uk/term-dates
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A free workshop primarily for families of children in tl
also suitable for familiei o@ty, ren of First School !

We know that young children struggle to manag
~often comes out in be‘\gviours which we as ad

~and offer pract

~ We will cover:

‘. + Brain develq

’Tool%cnd ‘top-tips' to st

COme, along too
‘at 9am - 10.30a

Held after school in the
playground

Friday 18th Sept.
(Welcome Back Fair)
- PRIORY

Thursday 22nd Oct.
- LIGHTHOUSE

Friday 27th Nov
- BEACON
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WhatiParentsj&/EducatorsiNeed|tolknow/about

APP & PLAY STORES

Since the introduction of Apple’s App Store ond Google's Play Store, an estimated two million apps have
boen made avaoilable on each. Ofcom’s 2025 media use and attitudes report states that more than half of
chiidren oged between 3 ond 7 use apps or sites Lo communicate with each other, and, by the oges of 10 to
12, 45% of chlidren are playing garmes on thelr mobie phones, This guide will help you ensure that chisdren

use the app stores and their content salely.

MALICIOUS APPS -

WITH MALWARE | I
ough Gosgie and Appe must

g apgs on their offcial stores,

INOPPropTats Cortent OMetimas through E

the nel. For examgle, In 2028, the sacur
COMPany Cosperthy found 1Kot i itips K08 ond
Anctiole apps contained streon reoding
seftware, primed 13 ok fer posswords and
VNG Crypro wallet recovery phinses
capturad in sceeenshots

UNOFFICIAL
COPYCAT APPS

8oth aMiclal app stores contesn
opycol appa - olten Garnas - Sesigned o
e popalor Mvals, mmiciing thalr
1 end logos. Wikle these will

INAPPROPRIATE
CONTENT

As e App & ond May Steee ore

ages. there's 0 fot of content avallabie thot's

inoppropraie for chichen Liamges include

OPOS IHSE NOVE FEleIEnces L2 QlConol, Arugs, sex
eNCe o QUMBANG. = generol, these o

tenadly Gge 1a1ed, Bt KOG Med Wies hac

SuUTube amd Tk Tek, wi DO have on App

Ie Uge tating of 12+ e gatewiyy 10 oo

mataril

)

o Geaglie ond Appia have apps that can give odults greoter contsal
aver chiloean’s phane octvity. ‘Screen Time” (IFhone) and ‘Formdy Unk’
(Andircid) Bove o range of fectunes, Mech ox Ising yo et Oge- reoisd
ML UONS 0N the CEp SLONE, IQuink Permies lon 10 downood an opp, sel
doily time Nrmits on speciie opps, and control reol-word spenaing.

DO YOUR RESEARCH

1 eniMren ask parmissian 10 dowood an app, o yeu! dus siligence
ared ressarch It Nead 1he Gpp surmnaery and seardh tha irtemet fay

v discussisnms to ostobiah s logitimacy, sofety amd
ApPIopiatanass - I A Gaear | 4eem 10 Be A ppropeiate, 0ok far 1oter
atarmatives netecd

S PREDATORY IN-APP
~ PURCHASES

Appreaking s 0 Businass, ond moet crestors
have found that Treemium’ softwore it the woy
1o make money. That meal

odsarr
Sarme Trew' \ be predotory
o4 roported whers parsnts
v d Lp hoge bl om behalt i

ncentive to kesp
" order 40 germrale rare of views o

schoolwork and ather otfine hobbiem

2.99 Pres asew

SIDELOADED
BANNED APPS

Sideloading’ - the more complicated
proctice of INS0RNY cppPRcations on G device
trom

Ly Posiol Coogie 1 and Appie s secul

procedur wever, 1t |5 posaibie

Tech- savey ubars. This Opens up huge risks - not
peat appe that would be farbidden by Apple aed
Oaogie bal piote onet packed with malwors
oo

LOOK BEYOND THE REVIEWS

AP MO roviews are 2aRfu, but they arnm sasly gomed. and 1ome

UNSCrupkous develspers Wil poy 1or Quitk reviews 1o give thar wors

parcwives Ingitimacy, Toks more than o curory glancs of listings by Sgging sut the
0na- ONd two -S10f feviews ond |ooking closely at the dovolopar — for exomple. it
ey ve publishad 0 ot of unredaisd apps, that's @ red Hog.

TALK TO YOUR CHILD

Tolk b0 ChMan OGN maks ks they Te Gwars Thot Gpps cain be rsky
A3 pert of 0 wider bolk obseun [nteenet Inetocy, srsre ey don )

Bawnioad Opge ol side of the s#ficial shannuls, nar grare Gpps permirsan 1o
ocowt thelr comerg, microphane, or phatos without © good reasan Moke surs
15y urheratisel Thot (- SOME Currency cou e rmal -workd money




