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Dear Rockcliffe Families, 

At the end of Week 2, as staff we couldn’t be prouder of how well the children have settled 
into the new routines this year. It was lovely to hear about all the fantastic things the 
children had been doing to earn a certificate in our Superhero Assembly this morning. Our 
Year 4s have been allocated their roles in the Pupil Leadership Team and I know what a 
brilliant job they are going to do this year. 
 
 
The new Play Equipment is Officially Open! 

The biggest excitement this week has been watching 
the construction team on site creating our fantastic 
new play equipment. We did an official opening in a 
special assembly on Thursday where our new Sports 
Leaders cut the ribbon to mark it officially open. Every 
child then had a chance to test it out. Before school, we 
used the expertise of “experienced” play equipment 
users to make sure it was suitable!  
 
 

The new equipment has only been possible thanks to a 
very generous donation from NE Supported Tenancies Ltd 
and the amazing fundraising efforts by the Friends of 
Rockcliffe! If you have attended a school event, bought 
cakes from the cake stall or took part in the Junior 
Parkrun takeover – this has helped enormously. With 
school budgets as they are at the moment, we are really 
grateful for all the help we are given to enhance the 
experiences for our children.  

 
Now, the safety bit. Please can we ask that children don’t use this before and after school.  
The design and challenge is for children in Key Stage 1 and 2, and we want to make sure it is 
used safely and has a safe number of children on at any time. Thank you for your co-
operation. 
 



 
 
Welcome Back Summer Fair 
 

We hope to see lots of our families at our Fair next Friday at 3.30pm. 
The Friends of Rockcliffe are busy with plans and it looks like it will be a 
great community event. On Wednesday after school and on Thursday 
at drop off the Friends will be on the Grafton Road and Rockcliffe 
Street to take donations of cuddly toys, gift or paper bags, books, toys 
and tombola prizes.  

 

New Members of Team Rockcliffe 

This year we have welcomed three new members to the Rockcliffe Staff Team. Mrs Julie 
Petty has joined our lunchtime team. Julie has a long family association with the school and 
will also be working in Kids’ Club occasionally. Sam Clayton and Scott Stewart from Andrew 
Cartwright FC are also working with us every lunchtime to provide sports and games in The 
Cage. Scott will be delivering Year 3 and 4 PE lessons and both will be involved in the after 
school clubs provided by ACFC too.  
 

   
 
The games at lunchtime have already been hugely popular. This, along with the new play 
equipment, is the start of a plan to enhance the lunchtime outdoor experience for the 
children. More will be introduced over the coming weeks too.  
 

Polite Reminders 

Please can all parents check that all packed lunches and snacks are nut free. This includes 
Nutella. As an Allergy Aware school with several children and staff with nut allergies it is 
really important that everyone is following this.  

Here’s a reminder of PE days for each Key Stage. Children should come to school in their 
Rockcliffe PE kit on these days. Our uniform guide is here: Rockcliffe First School - Uniform 

 Days 

Reception Monday and Friday 

Year 1 and 2 Tuesday and Thursday 

Year 3 and 4 Wednesday and Friday 
(Swimming on Wednesdays – Beacon this half-term) 

https://www.rockcliffeschool.org.uk/uniform


 
 
September 2027 

I know we have only just welcomed our new families into 
Nursery and Reception but we are already looking ahead 
to next year. If you, or anyone you know, are looking for a 
Nursery or Reception place for next September, we are 
holding school tours and an Open Morning over the next 
few months. You can sign up via our website: Rockcliffe 
First School - Joining our Early Years. Please share this 
with anyone you know who would be interested. Thank 
you.   

Back to this year, our Key Dates section has been updated for events this term. This will be 
updated regularly so please keep checking back.  

 

Have a lovely weekend and I hope to see you at the Fair next Friday. Good luck to any 
children doing the Junior Great North Run this weekend and any parents running on Sunday. 
 

Tom Jones 

 

 

https://www.rockcliffeschool.org.uk/early-years-1
https://www.rockcliffeschool.org.uk/early-years-1


 
 

Dates for Your Diary 

September 

Fri 18th Dr Martin Lee Author Visit 
3.30pm – 5pm: Friends of Rockcliffe Welcome Back Fair 

Tue 29th  Year 1 and 2: Space Educational Visit 

October 

Mon 12th Tempest Photography - Individual Photos 

Wed 14th Parent Consultations 1 – information to follow soon 

Tue 20th  Parent Consultations 2 – information to follow soon 

Wed 21st  9am: North Tyneside Inclusion Service Parent Workshop (see below) 

Thu 22nd  Lighthouse Cake Sale after school 
End of Term 

November 

Mon 2nd  Start of Term 

Fri 13th Children In Need Day 
Flu Immunisations for Rec to Y4 

Fri 27th  Beacon Cake Sale after school 

December 

Mon 7th  9.30am KS1 Christmas Performance for Y1 Parents 

Tue 8th 9.30am KS1 Christmas Performance for Y2 Parents 

Wed 9th 9.30am KS2 Christmas Performance for Y3 Parents 

Thu 10th  9.30am KS2 Christmas Performance for Y4 Parents 

Fri 11th  10.30am Nursery B Performance 

Mon 14th 9.30am Reception Performance 
10.30am Nursery A Performance 

Fri 18th End of Term 

Training Days 2026-27 

Term Dates are on our website here:  Rockcliffe First School - Term Dates 
Our Teacher Training Days are: 

• Friday 23rd October 2026 
• Monday 4th January 2027 
• Thursday 6th May 2027 (Polling Day) 
• Monday 7th June 2027 

Facebook - Please follow our Facebook page – visit our school website and click the 
Facebook link at the bottom of the Home Page. 

 

 

 

https://www.rockcliffeschool.org.uk/term-dates


 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


